Scripture Readings for August 13, 2017
Ezekiel 43:13-27
13These

are the dimensions of the altar by cubits (the cubit being one cubit and a
handbreadth): its base shall be one cubit high, and one cubit wide, with a rim of
one span around its edge. This shall be the height of the altar: 14From the base on
the ground to the lower ledge, two cubits, with a width of one cubit; and from the
smaller ledge to the larger ledge, four cubits, with a width of one cubit; 15and the
altar hearth, four cubits; and from the altar hearth projecting upward, four horns.
16The altar hearth shall be square, twelve cubits long by twelve wide. 17The ledge
also shall be square, fourteen cubits long by fourteen wide, with a rim around it
half a cubit wide, and its surrounding base, one cubit. Its steps shall face east.
18Then

he said to me: Mortal, thus says the Lord GOD: These are the ordinances
for the altar: On the day when it is erected for offering burnt offerings upon it and
for dashing blood against it, 19you shall give to the levitical priests of the family of
Zadok, who draw near to me to minister to me, says the Lord GOD, a bull for a sin
offering. 20And you shall take some of its blood, and put it on the four horns of the
altar, and on the four corners of the ledge, and upon the rim all around; thus you
shall purify it and make atonement for it. 21You shall also take the bull of the sin
offering, and it shall be burnt in the appointed place belonging to the temple,
outside the sacred area.
22On

the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering;
and the altar shall be purified, as it was purified with the bull. 23When you have
finished purifying it, you shall offer a bull without blemish and a ram from the flock
without blemish. 24You shall present them before the LORD, and the priests shall
throw salt on them and offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD. 25For seven
days you shall provide daily a goat for a sin offering; also a bull and a ram from
the flock, without blemish, shall be provided. 26Seven days shall they make
atonement for the altar and cleanse it, and so consecrate it. 27When these days
are over, then from the eighth day onward the priests shall offer upon the altar
your burnt offerings and your offerings of well-being; and I will accept you, says
the Lord GOD.

Psalm 43
1

2

3

4

5

Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause
against an ungodly people;
from those who are deceitful and unjust
deliver me!
For you are the God in whom I take refuge;
why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully
because of the oppression of the enemy?
O send out your light and your truth;
let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill
and to your dwelling.
Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy;
and I will praise you with the harp,
O God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

Colossians 4:2–6
2Devote

yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3At the same
time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may
declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, 4so that I may reveal it
clearly, as I should.
5Conduct

yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6Let
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how
you ought to answer everyone.

Matthew 5:13–20
13“You

are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.
14“You

are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
17“Do

not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away,

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

