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            CHURCH 

WORSHIP

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

 PRELUDE 
Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

 
  



 
 IN THE LIFE 

* LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Candle of Expectation and Hope 

 

* ADVENT HYMN
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 
 
 
 
 
 



* CALL TO WORSHIP

 on those who hope in God’s steadfast love. 

 to stabilize us in times of stress. 

 

* OPENING HYMN
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 



 
* PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious and redeeming God, 
who elicits our love and entices our fidelity, 
far too often we have challenged Your counsel 
and wasted our gifts on trifling matters.  
We confess that we have disfigured Your image in us 
by our selfish acts, by our greedy thoughts  
and expressions, and by our craving for products  
that purport to ease our lives. 
Even more, we have conceived and treasured idols,  
not ones constructed of precious metals, 
but ones forged by our yearning  
for pleasure, prestige, and power. 
 
Forgive us, we pray, for these our sins, 
and renew a right spirit within us, we pray. 
Amen. 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Amen 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE 

And also with you 



* IN EXCELSIS DEO 
Glory, Glory, Glory 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                              
O God of great expectations, 
enlighten our minds and hearts 
to perceive and ponder the joyful hope  
revealed in the angel’s annunciation to Mary. 
Amen. 

 FIRST LESSON 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 

ANTHEM
Alma Redemptoris Mater 



 SECOND LESSON  
Luke 1:26-38 

Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  
Greater Expectations 

 
 
 

 



* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day He rose again;  
He ascended into heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE
We Give Thee but Thine Own 



* PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                       
God of the Resurrection, 
in Jesus Christ You have given us Your very self. 
As Christ’s disciples, we give these gifts 
for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Choral Call to Prayer 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

And also with you. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

  Prayers of the People  



Lord’s Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Communion Response
Bread of Life From Heaven 

Words of Institution 
 

 Sharing the Elements 

 Communion Anthem
A Hymn for Thanksgiving 

Prayer After Communion 



GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* CLOSING HYMN  
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

* BENEDICTION AND BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 

POSTLUDE
Allegro Vivace 

 


